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The Structure of a Paragraph

In this unit, you will learn ...
& the definition of a paragraph.
# the parts of a paragraph.
. ® how to identify and write topic sentences.

‘|

™+ What is a paragraph?

As you learned in Unit 1, a paragraph is a group of sentences about a single topic. Together,
the sentences of the paragraph explain the writer's main idea (most important idea) about
the topic. In academic writing, a paragraph is often between five and ten sentences long,
but it can be longer or shorter, depending on the topic. The first sentence of a paragraph
is usually indented (moved in) a few spaces. /

Understanding a paragraph

| Read this paragraph. It is the beginning of an article about Switzerland in a student
newspaper. Then answer the questions. -

Switzeriand — Something En‘i@resﬁing at Every Turn
By Ken Jones :

& you dream of travelling
to a country with beautful

| mountains, delicious food,

wonderful places to go sight-

seeing and polite people, you

\should visit Swit_;_a_e_rlang}{ If

et
——

you look at the map, the first

thing you notice 1s that
Switzerland has many mountains, including some of the highest in Europe.
Climbing or skiing down the mountains is great fun. Another thing you will
notice is that Switzerland shares its borders with five different countries:

_ France, Germany, Italy, Austria and Liechtenstein. In fact, there are four ofhcial
i i languages in Switzerland: German, French, Italian and Romansch. All these
eroups of people make Swiss culture very interesting. Finally, Switzerland has

many cities and interesting places to visit. Cities such as Bern have modern
buildings like the Paul Klee Zentrum, yet the traditional alpine refuges in the
mountains show that the country’s old traditions are still alive. All the people,
places and things to see definitely make Switzerland a great place for a holiday.

T
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a. What is the topic of the paragraph?

-

b. What is the main idea about the topic?
i S 4 i

Paragraph organisation

&

12 THE 5784

What makes a paragraph?
A paragraph has three basic parts:

1. The topic sentence. This is the
main idea of the paragraph. It
is usually the first sentence of
the paragraph, and it is the
most general sentence of the
paragraph.

2. The supporting sentences. These

are sentences that talk about or
explain the topic sentence. They
are more detailed ideas that
follow the topic sentence.

3. The concluding sentence. This

may be found as the last sentence
of a paragraph. It can finish a
paragraph by repeating the main

idea or just giving a final
comment about the topic.
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Read the paragraph about Switzerland in exercise 1 on page 11 again. Circle the
topic sentence, put one line under the supporting sentences, and put two lines under
the concluding sentence.

Put a tick (/) next to the group of sentences that makes a good paragraph. Why are
the other groups of sentences not good paragraphs?

5]

My best ﬁ."ﬂﬂﬂ, fas many dﬁérﬂhé hobbies, such as skiing, mok;}gg, and playing the
piano, and she is very 300&!’ at all of these activities. For example, she has pfa‘ged the
piano for ten years and has won three piano competitions. She also likes to spend time
travelling, and she has been to many &ﬁ)ﬁmﬂf countries in the world. She grew up
speaking Spanish and English, but now she can also speak French and Italian. | like my
best friend very much.

Classes in literature are useful no matter what job you intend to have when you
finish university. Books are about life. Feople who study literature learn the skill of
reading carefully and understanding characters, situations, and relationships. This
kind of understanding can be useful to teachers and business people alike.
Literature classes also require a lot of writing, so they help students develop the
skill of clear communication. Of course, a professional writer needs to have this
skill, but it is an equally important ekill for an engineer. Finally, reading literature
helps develop an understanding of many different pointe of view, Reading a novel by
a Russian author, for example, will help a reader learn more about Russian culture.
For anyone whose job may bring them into contact with Russian colleagues, this
insight can help encourage better cross-cultural understanding. Studying
literature is studying life, so it is relevant to almost any job you can think of.

el

One good way to learn another language is to live in a country where that /anjuaje s
used, When you live in another country, the /an_guaje is aroand you all the time, 50 you

can learn to listen to and 5,0‘%(' it move m.s%/.
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The topic and the main idea

atime,

~> The topic sentence ...
e usually comes first in a paragraph.
® gives the writer's main idea or opinion about the topic and helps the reader
understand what the paragraph is going to talk about.

4 Circle the topic of the sentence. Underline the main idea about the topic.

a. (Switzerland)is a yery interesting country to visit.

b. Iogs make gxcellent pets.

e

c. A really good place to study istthe librar_y-:at._n_l-y sch_qoi,

d. Learning a foreign language createsob Qppo_ﬁu_n_it_i_es.

14

: /Football is my favourite sport because it is exciting to watch.
f. One of th_{_:, most valuable tools for students is the computer.
gL M\ sister and 1 have very different personalities.
dS__i};ﬁnj.gr_ié the best mt%me-“tc-} tra.vel in my country.

i. Mwhometown is a friendly place to live.

For each of these paragraphs, choose the sentence from the list below that would make
the best topic sentence.

.................... e s esesane WHEN- Kel wahted
to enter a good university, he studied hard to pass the

examination. The first time he took the exam, he did

not do-well, and he felt very discouraged. But he knew

he wanted to study at that university, so he studied
more. The next year, he tried taking the exam again. The
second time, he did very well, and now he is studying
engineering. | believe Ken is a good role model for me, and
he has taugnt me that never giving up is the best way

to succeed.

1. One of my closest friends, named Ken, is a person I can trust.
2. My friend Ken is a very successful student.
3. I admire my friend Ken because he doesn't give up.-
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. Many
children begin learning to play football when they are very young. You can often
see them playing aé school or in ihe sireels around therr houses. At secondary
school, students may play football in a leam and compete in championships. If a
player is very good, he might go on fo
play for a professional team. People in
my couniry love waiching football on
lelevision and also go ‘o maiches
whenever they can. Many people have a
favourite team or player, and everyone

loves do lalk aboud maiches and

competitions. Football is really like a

Write a topic sentence for three of these topics.

a. =2 favourite place to relax
ndparent
[ have known




Review

7

These sentences are mixed up parts of one paragraph. Number the parts in order:
1. topic sentence, 2, supporting sentences, and 3. concluding sentence.

What should I study at universily?

T It wasn't an easy decision, bul for the veasons listed above, [ have
Y

decided ‘Yo study journalism,

b [} can be difficull o choose a subject fo study at university because
there are so many choices, but by considering my skills and inieresis

[ have decided ‘o study journalism.

7 JEAE W I have always enjoyed writing, so it is sensible {0 choose a subject

that involves writing. When [ begin working, I would fike {0 have the

opportunity to travel, and iravel is ofien an imporiant pari of a

journalist’s job. Finally, [ am also interesied in photography, and

pictures are very important in journalism.

Use words or phrases in the box to compliete the sentences.

concluding sentence  indented  main idea paragraph
supporting sentences  topic topic sentence
B “THB e is usually the first sentence N @ ..o, . It gives the
.............................. and the s &

b. The first sentence of a paragraph can be ... ;

C. The e come after the topic sentence, and they explain the topic sentence.

d. The e comes at the end of a paragraph.
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The Development of a Paragraph

In this unit, you will learn ...
2 methods of paragraph support and development.
2 how to write concluding sentences.
z how to do peer editing.

§ —'H

—> Paragraph development

After you have chosen a topic and written a topic sentence, you develop your main idea
bv adding more information to explain what you mean. This unit will explain three
common ways to develop a paragraph: giving details, giving an explanation. and giving
an example.

Details

Details are specific points that tell more about a general statement. Read this brochure
from a health club. Notice the details that help develop the paragraph.

o |
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Explanation

3 An explanation tells the reader what something means or how something works. In this
paragraph, underline the topic sentence. Then answer the questions.

A stitch in time saves mine.” My mother, who likes
sewing, used this simple saying to teach me the value of
waorking on problems when they are still small. Originally,
the sa yting re/%rrecf to sewmj;—tf)/m have a smaf/ hote
int a shivt, you can vepaiy it with one stitch; Bul‘"'zf/yau
wait. the hole will get larger, and it will take you nine
stitches. This simple sentence veminds me to take care of

small pméﬂ:?ms éﬁ;%m z%e)i become h'j Iam[;'/ﬁm.s.

T B R R e B L R
b. Is she successful? Do you understand the explanation? ves /no

Example

4 An example is a specific person, place, thing, or event that supports an idea or statement.
This paragraph includes an example from the writer’s own experience. Underline the
topic sentence.

Even when a first date is a disaster, a couple can still become good
friends. For example, my first date with Greg was terrible. | thought he
was coming to pick me up at ©.20, but instead he came at ©.00. | didn't
have time to do my hair, and my make-up looked messy. When | got into
his car, | scraped my leg against the car door and tore my tighte. Next,
he took me to an ltalian restaurant for dinner, and | accidentally dropped
some spaghetti on my shirt. Then we went to a film. Greg asked me which
film | wanted to see, and | chose a romantic comedy. He fell asleep during
the film, and | got angry. Now that Greg and | are good friends, we can
look back and laugh at how terrible that first date was!

e

5 Why de you think the writer chose to use an example to develop the paragraph in
exercise 4 above? Write your reason here, and then compare with a partner.

e T T T T T T S B e R
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Choosing a means of support

6 Would you develop each of these topics with details, an explanation, or an example?
Explain your choices to a partner. (More than one answer is possible.)

what freedom means to me
an unusual holiday
weddings in my country
why I don’t like swimming
the ideal job

® oo o

7 Develop your own paragraph. Look back at the topic sentences you wrote in Unit 2,
exercise 6 on page 15. Follow these steps.

Step one: Choose one that you would like to develop into a paragraph.

Step two:  Brainstorm some ideas using any method you like.

Step three: Develop your paragraph with supporling sentences.

Step four: Exchange paragraphs with a partner. Say what kind of support your partner
used. Could your partner tell what kind of support you used?

Cencluding sentences

How to end a paragraph
The finel sentence of a paragraph is called the concluding sentence. It sums up the main
points or restates the main idea in a different way. A sentence that sums up the paragraph
s the reader of what the writer’s main idea and supporting points were. A sentence
< the main idea should give the same information in a slightly different way,

- using different words or by using different word order. A concluding sentence

t introduce a new point.

B  Read the example paragraphs in exercises 3 and 4 on page 18 again. Underline the
concluding sentences. Do the concluding sentences sum up the information in the
paragraph or restate the main idea?

9  Wark with a partner. Take turns reading these paragraphs aloud. Is the main idea
eloped by details, an explanation, or an example? Is there a concluding sentence?
Lircle ves or no. If there is no concluding sentence, write one with your partner.

i}
[ilhe

Eviews simple studyy habits can improve your marks. At university [ fearned how important it is to

st vl sleen, When you are well-rested, it is easier to learn. Research shows that when people don't
st swsnle sleep, Eheir memories aren't as effective. If students are really tived, they might even fall

ng sentence? yes/ no
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My ﬁz vourite 5»{@}355 15 p:gfc/m/aﬁ,y. / é;ayby /mmz}fj about the ways {a.eop/e think and behave.

[ am also interested in /mrm'nj about the way childven'’s minds ér’ev.e/a{u.

Iam too nervous to sing karaoke songs with my friends. The last time [
tried was on my birthday, when my friends took me to a karaoke club. I told
my friends I didn’t want to sing, but they encouraged me until I said yes.
When I stood up in front of the microphone, I was so scared, I felt dizzy. It
was hard to hear the music, and my mouth was too dry to make a sound. I
just stood there until a friend jumped up next to me and finished the song.

.............................................................................................................

I will never eat dinner ai The Litile French Bisiro again,
The restaurant is not very clean. You can see dusi in he
corners and on the shelves. The food is expensive, bui the
portions are small I never feel full after Ive finished

eating In addition, ihe waiters are nol very friendly For
4 Y r 4

these reasons, I will not visit that resiaurant again.

d. means of support:

...............................................................................................................

concluding sentence? yes / no

For me, a friend is someone who accepts you the way you are. A friend doesn't want
you to change your personality or your style. | like people who don't care if the people
they are with are wearing popular clothes or listening to trendy music.

.............................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................
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An opinion paragraph

I

pexcent of all workers drove their own

_ Citizens who wanta cleaner, nicer place

In tl‘:n,is'unit, you will learn im_w tb e
# distinguish between fact and opinion.

E organise and write p
write paragraphs P
et expressing opinions a
B use transition words to express causality. d nd arguments.

5 us i
: e modal expressions to make recommendations

Facts and opinions
A fact is a pi i i
fact is a piece of information that is true: That film was three hours lo
ng.

eliels.

Dear Editor, :
More people should ride bicycles

into town, Last year, seventy-three

car to work. Car traffic in townl is
terrible, parking places are hard to find,
and pollution from ca1s ig a real problem.

to live ought to try this non-polluting
form of transport. Cycling is good
exercise, tool The city must not allow

this problem to get worse. Instead, people
should ride bicycles to work and
school—and enjoy the health benefits of

daily exercise.

Bill Adams
Bellingham

% : Rt

- E:;ﬁi: ;2 312 ﬁrailtn lidea of this paragraph? Circle the sentence.

s e seta;'ts purpose? Why did he write this letter?

o bl s i}rlices c’)r pa.rts of sentences that show an. opinion.
e writer included a fact in this paragraph?
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2 Using modal auxiliaries
When you speak, you introduce opinions with phrases like I think, In my opinion, and I
@ - Dbelieve. In general, these introductory phrases are not needed in writing. They can even
- make you sound less sure of your ideas. Instead, writers use grammatical methods such

as modal auxiliary verbs and transition words to express their opinions. Modal auxiliary
verbs show the strength of a writer’s opinion or argument.

Modal auxiliaries : -

=

AFFIRMATIVE: )
The city  could add more cycle paths. weakest
: should ' ey

ought to
has to / must strongest

NEGATIVE:

The city  doesn’t have to allow more cars. weakest

' shouldn’t 1
can’t / must not strongest

7 Look again at the paragraph in exercise 1 on page 33. Circle the modal auxilaries. How
strong do you think the writer’s opinions were? Discuss with a partner. -

8 Read the paragraph below. Circle the most appropriate modal auxiliary in each sentence.

Dear Editor,

I agree with Bill Adams’s opinion in his recent l;etter
saying that people * should / don’t have to ride their
bicycles into town. However, there is one problem with
this idea. The roads in town are so BArrOwW and full of cars
that you ¥ can’t / ought totide safely on them. If people
are going to ride bicycles into town, the city & could /
must make some cycle paths for people to use. Maybe the
city & could / mustn’t charge a small additional tax on
fuel to pay for the cycle paths. Motorists. have created the
problem, so motorists could / should pay for the

solution. The city & ought to / doesn’t have to support
cyclists like Bill Adams by making more cycle paths.

Melissa Green
Greatford
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Connectors of cause and effect '

-

—» How to use connectors of cause and effect for expressing opinions

Because, since, and so are connectors of cause and effect. They join two ideas when one
idea causes or explains the other. Because and since introduce the cause or reason, and
so and therefore introduce the effect or result:

cause / reason effect / result
petrol is becoming scarce and expensive we should develop electric cars

For example: ;
Because petrol is becoming scarce and expensive, we should develop electric cars.
We should develop electric cars, since petrol is becoming scarce and expensive.
Petrol is becoming scarce and expensive, so we should develop electric cars.

Therefore is slightly different. It joins the ideas in two sentences:
Petrol is becoming scarce and expensive. Therefore, we should develop electric cars.

12 Inthe examples above, underline the causes. Circle the results. Do the connectors of cause
and effect come before the cause or before the result? Share your answers with a partner.

— Punctuation note

® When because or since begin a sentence, use a comma after the first part of the
sentence (the cause).
When the effect or result comes first, don’t use a comma before because and since,
® A result or effect beginning with so is usually the second part of a sentence. Use a
comma before so. '
& Use Therefore after a full stop.
® Use a comma after Therefore.

13 Complete this opinion paragraph using because or since, so,
or Therefore. Add punctuation where necessary.

* Bruce Lee (1940-1973), the greatest action movie star of all
time, should be given a lifetime achievement award for his work
in films. Bruce died tragically in 1973 * ......ccceevueneenn. B
wouldn’t be able to receive the award himself, but his fans all over the world would love to
sce him honoured. Why was Bruce Lee so great? The fight scenes in his films were amazing
B o resiieenssennnnnn. Bruce was always in top physical condition. His body was almost perfect.

He was also a great actor. “ ........ weaerenaaenien he started acting when he was just six years old,

he was very comfortable and natural in front of the camera. His face was very expressive
& o roeriirereeieee. he was able to communicate a lot of feeling with a simple look. Bruce
always looked good on film ® ....................... he was so charming. Bruce Lee was a talented

actor, a brilliant fighter, and an almost perfect example of physical fitness. & ...coovevceneceene.
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Review

I 7 Put these sentences in order to make a paragraph. Write 1 in front of the first sentence,
2 in front of the second sentence, and so on.

| g" , & ... He .‘was receiving a call. )
b. ..... My friend and I leaned forward, listening carefully to the film.
- —— It was very distracting. _
e Last night, I went to see a film with my friend. It was a thriller.
8 .. ' He decided to answer the call.
 Np— We think that people should turn off their mobile phones when they watch a film,

.- or not bring them at all!
... It was very exciting.
. The man next to us had a mobile phone.

b waa Suddenly, we heard a loud sound—a silly tune.

| P He spoke out loud to his friend.
k. ..... Mobile phones should not be allowed in cinemas.
e My friend and I felt annoyed.

M. ...... At the most exciting moment, the actors didn’t
speak. Only quiet music was playing.

18 Wwitha partner, write a paragraph using the sentences in exercise 17 above. Remember
to join some of the sentences with connectors of cause and effect and with transitions
from the top of page 30. Read your paragraph to another pair. How were your
paragraphs the same? How were they different?
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Do these types of writing use mostly facts, mostly opinions, or an even mixture of
both? Write F for fact, O for opinion, or B for both. Explain your choices to a partner.

8. e, film review €. ....... news report

- B — advice column , - book report for a university literature class
C. ...... police report of a crime  ¢. ......... magazine advertisement

s M- travel brochure h. ........ personal e-mail to a friend

Can you think of other types of writing that use opinions? Make a list. Then make a

list of types of writing that use facts.
Use opinions:

.............................................................................................................................

Use facts:

....................................................................................................................................

Read these sentences. Write F if the sentence is a fact, and O if the sentence is an
opinion.

& ... Airfares have become too expensive.

[ + — English is an easier language to learn
than Arabic. _

€. ........ Owls are birds that hunt -at night.

d. ........ I'was born in New York City.

: Ap— Exercise is the best way to stay healthy.

A Internet use has increased every year since
its beginning,

& 56, Engineering is the best career choice.

h. ... Big cities are dangerous at night.

Write three fact sentences and three opinion sentences.

...............................................................................................................
-..--p|¢o....---..-...-..o-.---"o...--.'.........-.....-.....-.....‘..............-.'......---.-.....--... .....................................
................................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

Share your sentences with a partner. Decide which of your partner’s sentences are fact
and which are opinion.

OPINION PARAGRAPHS
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The structure of an essay

e

naes

b1
iﬂ‘f

In this unit, you will learn ...

@ the definition of an essay.

# how to format an essay.

# how ta write a thesis statement.

What is an essay?

The Structure of an Essay

An essay is a group of paragraphs written about a single topic and a central main idea. It
must have at least three paragraphs, but a five-paragraph essay is  common length for

academic writing.

The three main parts of an essay

The introduction e
This is the first paragraph of an essay.

It explains the topic with general

ideas. Tt also has a thesis statement.

This is a sentence that gives the main

idea. It usually comes at or near the

end of the paragV
The main body

These are the paragraphs that explain
and support the thesis statement and
come between the introduction and the

conclusion. There must be one or more
paragraphs in the main body of an essay.

Title

KXHKK XK XXXKK XXX XX XXXXX XXXX
XX XXX XK XXXXXXK XXX XK XXXHHKKX
JOOCKK KX KXKXXXXXK KX, XXX XXX XX X
XXKXKK JOOK XK X 0000000 XX XXXX
b e b 600 . 656 6 6.8 60 Sh 6.8 .6.0.6.0.
A OO XXX XEXXKNXK XXX,

KHAK XX X XKOOOK X X00KK XK X000 X0,
X0 X X0 XXXKNK XK XX XK XX XX
NX X OOOOKXK XX XXNXX X XX XXXXXX
000, X0 XX X X000 X X000 XXX
) 008 0.0 WP, 0.0.0.6.0.6.8.0.0.0.05.0.0.6.6,0,0.04
PO 008000000000 0000 0.9.9.9.0.0.95.¢
OO0 X X006 XXXXN XX X XXX XX XXX XX X
XK X NKKXX XXX.

The conclusion
This is the last paragraph of an essay.
It summarises or restates the thesis and

the supporting ideas of the essay.

How to format an essay

Y

00 MO0 HOOMXXX X000 XX X X000OOXKXX
F O 0.0 000 6.0.05.0.0.0.0.90.0.00 0.9,0,0,0,0,9,0,0,0,4
00099 0. 000,06 0.0.0.80 0.80.0.6.80.8 0,990,000 4

1 0.6.0.60.00.0.0.0.608.0.80.00.0.9.9.0.6.80.0.0.6.¢

1. Use double spacing (leave a blank line between each line of writing).
2. Leave 2.5 centimeters (1 inch) of space on the sides, and the top and bottom of the

page. This space is called the margin.

3. If you type your essay, start the first line of each paragraph with five spaces (one tab}.
This is called indenting. If you write by hand, indent about 2 centimeters (%4 inch).
Alternatively, paragraphs can begin at the left-hand margin with no indentation.
However, you must then leave one line space between each paragraph.

4. Put the title of your essay at the top of the first page in the centre.
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Label the three parts of this essay: introduction, main body paragraphs, and conclusion.

Changing English: the African American Influence

If vou ask average Americans where their language comes from, they will probably say "England”.
| However, English vocabulary has also been influenced by other countries and groups of people.
| Seme words are borrowed from other languages, such as typhoon, which originally came from the
; Chinese word, "tai-fung’, meaning 'big wind’. Skunk, the name of a small, smelly, black-and-white
'ti animal, came to English from a Native American language. African Americans, too, have both
;'kl_c/omributed new words to English and changed the meanings of some existing words,
African Americans, many of whose ancestors were brought to the States as slaves hundreds
of years age, have introduced a number of words to English from languages that they spoke in
their native countries. The common English word OK is used around the world today, but it was
not always part of English vocabulary. One theory is that slaves in America used a phrase in their
own language that sounded like OK to mean ‘all right. Americans heard the phrase and started
using it. Today, almost everyone in the world uses OK to mean 'all right’. Another good example of
a ‘new’ word is the word jazz. African American musicians living in the United Siates began
playing jazz music in the city of New Orleans, and they used the word jass or fazz to desceribe the
music and certain kinds of dancing. No one is sure where the word originally came from, but as
iazz music became more and more popular, the word jazz became a common English word.

The meanings of words sometimes change over time. The ward coof is a good example. Cool
has been used in English for a long time to describe a temperature that is ‘not warm but not too
cold” or to describe a person who is ‘calm or unemotional’. However, an additional meaning was
given to the word cool in the past 100 years. Just like the word jazz, African American musicians
used the word cooi to describe the music they were playing. For them, coof meant ‘good’. As jazz
music and other forms of music played by African American musicians became popular, more and
more people started to use the word cool in conversation. Today, it 15 still a commonly used word,
especially by younger people, to mean 'good’ or ‘great’. A word with the opposite meaning of coal
is square. Square is, of course, a shape, but it also is used to descnbe a person who is not coal.
This may be because a person who is too old-fashioned and not flexible is like a shape with four

_ stfaight sides and four corners,

English owes some of its interesting and colourful vocabulary to African Americans. Existing

ethnic groups in the United States as well as new immigrants will surely continue to bring new

words to English and give fresh meanings to existing words. Who knows what the 'cool” words

of tomorrow will be?
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Thesis statements

o

What is a thesis statement?
The thesis statement is the sentence that tells the main idea of the whole essay. It can be

compared to a topic sentence, which gives the main idea of a paragraph. It usually
comes at or near the end of the introductory paragraph.

Look at the essay in exercise 1 on page 57 again. Underline the thesis statement.

underline the thesis statement. Then circle the topic

In these introductory paragraphs,
ea in each thesis statement. Share your

and draw another line under the main id
answers with a partner.
a.

thought that British food was just fish and
chips, roast beef, apple pie, rice pudding and endless cups of tea. These foods are popufar
in Britain, but during my travels, | discovered that there is 50 much more to eating in the
UK. Feople from all over the world have made their home in Britain, and they have brought
with them their own food. Evenin small towns, you can find Chinese, Indian and Italian
restaurants, amongst others. The UK can be divided into different regions that each has
its own characteristic foode influenced by the culture of the people who live there.

’_ Before | travelled to the UK last year, i

Everybody knows the koala, that sweet Australian animal that .:_

resembles a teddy bear. Although koalas look like toys, they are
actually strong climbers and spend their days in the treetops.

Mother koalas carry their babies around from tree to tree in @

pouch, or pocket, on their stomach. Although there were millions

of koalas in A ustralia in the past, they are now a protected
species of animal. As @ result of human population growth,
deforestation and hunting, the number of koalas has declined.

Tacism is an ancient phr}’o‘soph\:/{ ﬁ'om Asia that p/zzces great importarnce on the natural

world. Tavists believe that spirit can be ﬁmnd 17 every person or thing, living or non-1iving.
For the Taoist, even a wiountaim or a stone contaims Sp;'n't. Lao Tsu, a Taoist writer and
p/m{a.sq)ha; said, ‘People fb/f’ow carth. Earth follows heaven. Heaven follows the Tao. The Tao

[ For thousands af years in China and other Asian countries, anrden‘s

ﬁffaws what is natura
have been an :'mporéant way to create a pface where peopfs car ﬁe/ the spirit Sf‘fhﬁ natural

world. Creating a Taoist ﬂardsn is an art. No two Taoist ﬂardzr;s are exactly alike, but afl

]’hw’.séﬁardgns fnclude ﬁmr essential elements: water, moun tains, buildings and brrdﬂas,

58

il




73 Writing a strong thesis statement :
& A thesis statement gives the author’s opinion or states an important idea about the ;
topic, It should give an idea that can be discussed and explained with supporting

ideas:

The qualifications for getting into university in my country are unreasonable.

When studying a foreign language, there are several ways to improve vour use of the
language.

These are strong thesis statements. They can be discussed or explained.

® A thesis statement should not be a sentence that only gives a fact about the topic:
In the Northern Hemisphere, the summer months are warmer than the winter months.

This is not a strong thesis statement. It cannot be discussed or argued about.

e A thesis statement should not state two sides of an argument equally:
There are advantages and disadvantages to using nuclear power.

This could be a topic sentence, but it is not a thesis statement. It gives two sides of
an argument without giving a clear opinion of support or disagreement. It could be
revised like this:

Although there are some advantages, using nuclear power has many disadvantages
and should not be a part of our country’s energy plan.

This is a strong thesis statement. It clearly gives the writer’s opinion about nuclear
pOwer.

4 Read these thesis statements helow. Write / (strong thesis statement), F (fact only—a
weak thesis statement), or N (no clear opinion—a weak thesis statement).

- TR The top government official in my country is the prime minister.

b. ..... Some people prefer digital cameras, while others like traditional cameras.

€. ... India became an independent country in 1947. _
; S— To be a successful student, good study habits are more important than intelligence.
- ——— There are several advantages of owning a car, but there are also many disadvantages.
s Half of the families in my country own a house.

Y A Using public transport would be one of the best ways to solve the traffic and

pollution problems in cities around the world.

h. ...... While travelling, staying in a hotel offers more comfort, but sleeping in a tent is
less expensive.

T Classical music concerts are very popular in my country.

Fonst o In order to create a successful advertisement, it is necessary to consider three
issues; who should be targeted, where the advert should be placed, and what
type of advert should be made.
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Writing thesis statements

3 How to connect the thesis statement and the essay
The paragraphs in the main body of an essay should always explain the thesis statement.
In addition, each paragraph in the main body should discuss one part of the thesis. Look
at the following thesis statement. The topics to be discussed are underlined:

To create a successful advertisement, it is necessary for advertisers to answer three
questions: What are we selling?, Who are we selling it to?, and How can we make people
want to buy it?

Possible topic sentences for each paragraph in the main body:

1. The first step in creating a successful advertisement is to completely understand the
product that is being sold and how it can be used.

2. A second important part of creating an advertisement is deciding who is expected tc
buy the product.

3. Finally, a way must be found to create an ad that will make people want to buv the
product.
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Look at the introductory paragraphs in exercise 3 on page 58, What should the
paragraphs in the main body discuss for each thesis statement? Write your ideas and
then compare your answers with a partner.

Gl

How to develop a thesis statement

One way to develop a thesis statement for an essay is to write opinions you have about
the topic. Begin, I think that ... and complete the sentence with your opinion. Then
remove I think that ... and the remaining words make a possible thesis statement.

Topic: diet / food

Lhirndethet a vegetarian diet is one of the best ways to live a healthy life.
Fthindetheat governments should restrict the use of chemicals in aericulture and food
production.

After you have written several opinion statements, choose the one that would make the
best thesis. Remember to decide if the sentence gives a clear opinion, states a fact, or
presents two sides without a clear argument.

For each of these topics, write two or three opinions you have, starting with I think that.

a. exercise

............................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................

¢. the Internet

............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................
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In this uni"t,you will learn ...
m the purpose of an outline.
® how to write an outline. -

- What is an outline?

An outline is a list of the information you will put in your essay. You can see an example
of an outline on page 65.

An outline ...
® begins with the essay’s thesis statement.
®. shows the organisation of the essay.

o tells what ideas you will discuss and shows which ideas will come ﬁr‘;t second,
and so on.

® ends with the essay’s conclusion.

Writing an outline before you write an essay will ... E
¢ show you what to write before you actually begin writing.

® help make your essay well organised and clearly focused.

® keep you from forgetting any important points.

Imagine your skeleton: although you don’t see it, it
supports your body. In the same way, although
a reader won't see your outline, making an
outline in advance will support your essay

by prowdmg its structure, In fact, adding
more information to an outline is called
‘fleshing it out’.

Pvm-rmfy AN OUTLINE

[, Yotk ¢ % xxx
X Xex xxx
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Looking at an outline

Read the outline on page 65. Answer the questions.

a. What will the thesis statement of the essay be?

b. How many paragraphs will there be in the main body?

¢. How many supporting points will the third paragraph have? What will they be?
d. How many details will the fourth paragraph have? What will they be?

=

Writing an outline

—> How to write an outline

Before writing an outline, you must go through the usual process of gathering ideas,
editing them, and deciding on a topic for your writing. Writing an outline can be a very
useful way of organising your ideas and seeing how they will work together.

To show how the ideas work together, number them. To avoid confusion, use several
different types of numbers and letters to show the organisation of the ideas. Use Roman
numerals (L, II, IIL, IV, V, VI, etc.) for your essay’s main ideas: your introduction and thesis
statement, your main body paragraphs, and your conclusion. Write all of these first,
before going into more detail anywhere. '

I. Introduction

II. First main idea
IT1. Second main idea
IV. Third main idea
V. Conclusion

-Next, fill in more information for the paragraphs in the main body by using capital

Roman letters (A, B, C, etc.). Use one letter for each supporting idea in your main body
paragraph. Complete this information for each paragraph in the main body before going
into more detail.

I. Infroduction

II. First main idea
A. First supporting point
B. Second supporting point
... and so on.

e s = . .
Finally, use Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, etc.} to give details for your supporting points.
Not every supporting point will have details, and some points will have several. It is
not important to have the same number of details for every supporting point.

I. Introduction
II. First main idea
A. First supporting point
1. First detail
2. Second detail
B. Second supporting point
1. First detail
2. Second detail
... and so on.
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Don’t Support Nuclear Enei'gg!

L
IL

HI.

-

Iv.

V. Because of the cost and the danger, the world

Nuclear power is not a good energy source for the world.
Very expensive
A. Nuclear fuel is expensive

B. Nuclear power stations are expensive
to build and operate
1. Cost of construction
2. Cost of training workers
3. Cost of safety features

Nuclear materials are not safe

A. Nuclear fuels are dangerous
1. Mining fuels produces radioactive gas
2. Working with radioactive fuels
can harm workers

B. Nuclear waste products are dangerous
1. Very radioactive

2. Difficult to dispose of or store safely

There is a great possibility of accidents

A. Nuclear power stations can fail
1. Three Mile Island, USA (1979)
2. Tarapur, India (1992)
3. Darlington, Canada (1992)

B. Workers can make mistakes
1. Chernobyl, USSR (1986)
2. Kola, Russia (1991)
3. Tokaimura, Japan (1999)

C. Natural disasters can occur
" 1. Earthquake: Kozloduy, Bulgaria (1977)
2. Tornado: Moruroa, the Pacific (1981)

should develop different types of energy to
replace nuclear power.
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2 Fill in this outline for the essay in Unit 8, exercise 1 on page 57. Then compare with a
pariner.

The Changing Vocabulary of English

L, R T e e e R AT S S R S i

I, "Worde lnBbduesd Y wonvaneprnessiip s s

1. From an African languape

2. Now used all over the world 10 Mean ...

B. Jazz
g =150 (5 1 o) 1 KO

2. Exact origin unknown

A. Cool
1 U
2, New meanings
B: s
1. Original meaning
V. (i, cererernnsenenseennesnenns oot BXisting ethnic groups in the United States as

well as new lmm}grants WIII certamly continue to bring new words to English and
give fresh meanings to existing words.
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3 Label each statement T for thesis statement, M for main idea, S-for supporting point, or

C for conclusion.

Title: The Benefits of Yoga
.. Develops clear thinking | i. ...... Develops self-confidence

a
B sl Ph'jrsical benefits j. ....... Doing yoga regularly can be good
for your mind, your body, and

.. Improves concentration ;
your emotiors.

a o

-+ Reduces fear, anger, and worry k. ...... Makes you strong and flexible

I. ...... Therefore, to build mental,
f. ... Improves blood circulation physical, and emotional health,
consider doing yoga.

e, ...... Mental benefits

g. ...... Improves digestion

h. ...... Helps you feel calm and peaceful o Emotlona}.beneﬁts

E
Arrange the ideas in exercise 3 above into an outline. Compare your finished outline
with a partner. ™ E

/
I‘ —-I":;r.-

.......................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

i e e e L S P AR R L

...........................................................................................................................................
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9 Explain your outline to a partner. Your partner will
_ then add a thesis statement and concluding

[0 Join another pair and present your

6 TLook at the thesis statement and topic sentences you wrote in Unit 8, exercise 8 on page

62. Write an outline for your essay. Then write the essay.

Exchange the essay you wrote for exercise 6 above with a partner. As you read your
partner’s essay, write an outline of the main ideas, supporting points, and details. Your
partner will outline your essay. Discuss the outlines.

Review o

8 Write a simple outline of yourself or your life. First, outline

only the main body paragraphs. Your main ideas could
include physical characteristics, your personality, your
habits, your family, places you have lived, jobs you have
had, things you like and dislike, and so on.

statement.

complete outlines.
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Introductions and Conclusions

In this unit, you will learn about ...

# the purpose of an introduction.

t types of information in introductions.
the purpose of a cenclusion.

% techniques for writing conclusions.

The importance of introductions and conclusions

Unit 8 explained that the introduction and the conclusion are two of the three main
parts of an essay. Without an introduction and a conclusion, an essay is just a group of
paragraphs. The introduction and the conclusion work together to make the topic and
main ideas of the essay clear to the reader.

The introduction

Gk %

gt

What is an introduction?
The first paragraph of an essay, as you learned in Unit 8, is called the introduction.
The introduction ...

e is usually five to ten sentences.

® catches the reader’s interest.

@ pives the general topic of the essay.

® gives background information about the topic.

® states the main point (the thesis statement) of the essay.

The introduction is often organised by giving the most general ideas first and then leading
to the most specific idea, which is the thesis statement, like this:

Specific idea
(Thesis statement)

HNTRODUCTIONS ANG CONCLUSIONS T1
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| ! Read the introduction to the essay in Unit 8, exercise 1 on page 57. Complete this diagram.
| General ideas:

Most Americans would probably say that their language comes from England.

.........................................................................................

=S

—» How to write a strong introduction

A strong introduction ...

e introduces the topic clearly.

e gives several sentences of information about the topic.

@ states the thesis (the main idea) of the essay.

Any of the following will make an introduction weak:

® Jt doesn’t give enough information about the topic or gives too much information
about it.

@ [t talks about too many different topics.

e [t does not state a clear thesis.

ik

Read and discuss the following introductions with a pariner. Mark the strong
introductions with a tick (V). Mark the weak introductions with a cross (X). What could
the writers do to make the weak introductions strong?

a. |

Family struclure has changed a lot in the lasl fifty years in Asia. The decrease
in the number of exiended famiiies and nuclear families has caused seveval social
changes.

The number of businesses using the Internet for selling producte has increased
greatly in recent years. Shoppers, too, are using the Internet in greater numbers
to buy all types of products, such as books, cameras, and clothing. Although
|

e-business has become popular, there are certain risks involved in Internet shopping
that are a concern for both businesses and consumers.
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Stargazing—looking at the
stars—us 50m8fﬁz}f‘g everyone
should try. | love it When /aofa}»rﬂ at
the night sky, most people observe
that the moow, planets, and stars
move from the east side of the sky to
fﬁf Wﬁf Uyﬁrﬂtﬁﬂr!bﬂ’ﬂfSﬁVﬁfﬁ{
hours. n fa‘a‘, this movement is
actually the movement of the Earth
rotating on its axis. n addition, as

the Earth revelves around the sun
L‘f!wuﬁfmuf L‘}iw/vmr, zﬁﬁ%mnf stars
are visible at q!()?.::rcnf timies.,

The origins of Irish music can be traced back nearly 2,000 years to the time
when the Celts arrived in [reland. Music thrived under the rule of the Chieftans, but
later declined during the British colonisation of Ireland. However, during the Great
Famine of the 1640s, thousands of Irigh people emigrated to North America in
search of a better life, taking their music with them. lrish music soon became
established in American cities with a high proportion of lrish immigrants, such as
Chicago and Boston. These cities are popular tourist destinations with many
| interesting sights. However, Irish music really became known to a wider audience in
the 19709, when musicians experimented with more modern arrangements of
traditional songs and fusion with rock, world music and jazz. Jazz originated in the
American South in the early twentieth century. Now, in the twenty-first century, [rish
music ie more popular and successful than ever.

A@(}bsffnﬁ to another culture’s ﬁ'od can be a chaf/en__qe ﬁ)r many travellers. The

ﬁecymphﬁ of a country can ﬁreaé{y aﬁ@d the @pf'm/ ﬁwa’s that are eaten é?y its peapfe.
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| Types of information

=

> How to make an introduction interesting
To make an introductory paragraph interesting for the reader, you can

include ...

e interesting facts or statistics. Did you know that the
e a personal story or example. average human eye blinks
e an interesting quotation. 20,000 times every day?

Lad

Read the three introductions in Unit 8, exercise 3 on page 58 again. What types of
information does each introductory paragraph contain?

.-'.§‘}:t-

Look at the introduction of the essay you wrote for Unit 9, exercise 6 on page 70. With
a partner, rewrite the introduction, making changes to improve it.

The conclusion

~% The importance of a conclusion
The conclusion is the final paragraph of the essay. A good concluding paragraph ...
e summarises the main points of the essay.
e restates the thesis (using different words).
e makes a fina) comment about the essay’s main idea.
® may emphasise an action that you would like the reader to take.

Dom’t introduce new ideas in a conclusion. A conclusion only restates or gives further
commentary on ideas discussed in the essay.

%]

Look at the essay in Unit 8, exercise 1 on page 57 again. Auswer these questions.

a. Does the conclusion use any of the four techniques described above? Which ones?

.............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................
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Match each of these introduction thesis statements with its rewriiten version for
a conclusion.

Supermarkets are the best places

to buyv food because of their
convenience and lower prices.

Travelling abroad is a valuable
learning experience.

Learning to play a musical
instrument is very beneficial for
children.

Creating and owning a business
offers more advantages than
working as an employee in a
company.

More houses should be adapted
to use solar energy because it is
clean and renewable.

The World Wide Web can be
very useful for research, but it also
contains a lot of incorrect
information.

People can learn many things by
travelling to other countries.

Despite the challenges, being an
entrepreneur can offer more benefits
than other types of employment.

The fact that larger supermarkets offer
cheap prices and a large selection of
products makes them the best place for
shoppers.

The World Wide Web gives access to a
huge amount of knowledge, but users
shouldn’t believe everything thev
there.

When children are exposed to music

and are taught to play instruments such

as the piano or violin, there are manv
positive effects.

The sun gives a constant, free supply of

clean energy, which more homes should
take advantage of.
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Read paragraph a in Unit 8, exercise 3 on page 58 again. Choose the best concluding

paragraph, below.

a.

The British eat many different vinds of food, but the typical diet of many people
includes eating a lot of fast food and ready-made dishes. The popularity of hamburger
and pizza restaurants has increased greatly over the years. As a result of this diet, many

le have food-related health problems. 1o create a healthier society, people

British peop
hildren to do the same.

should learn about eating a good diet and should teach their ¢

e —

Clearly. il is difficult to say that there is one type of British food. Every part of ‘
the country has its own special dishes based on the produce and tastes of that
region. From the Ancient Britons and the Roman, Saxon and Viking invasions to
v immigrants, the cuisine of the UK continues 1o change with its

present-da
changing population.

c.

| People wiho have come from other coumtries to live in the UK have brought their own |

l traditions and customs with them and added them to British culture. It s pgs:;r'b/e to ﬁ'm:f ;

‘ restavrants ﬁ'am all d;‘/ﬁ-mnt ethnic baa@mmwﬁa s.spe::r'a/{g " /ar_ye}' cities arownd the i

| country. Iimmigrants may also maintain their traditions by building places to practise -
E b i

their religion, such as mosques, fcmp/&s and churches. By continuing to ﬂrﬂaw SOME af

their customs and bs/f’eﬁ, fmm{qmnfs can stay i touch with their past while also ﬁ'w'ny a

new life in a new country.

exercise 6 on page 70. With a

Look at the conclusion of the essay you wrote for Unit 9,
partner, rewrite the conclusion, making changes to improve it.
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