
Homework: The Rachel Maddow Show: S&P Eyed for Role in Economic Crash 

Key Vocabulary: 

derogatory péjoratif 

worthless sans valeur 

a scam  escroquerie 

to be supposed to do être censé faire 

fakery fraude 

a con game une arnaque 

to acknowledge reconnaître 

duh sans déc’ 

former ex- / ancien 

in layman’s terms en termes simples 

a stamp  of approval un véritable signe d’approbation 

a tab l’addition, la note 

 

Please watch the clip and answer the following questions. 

 

1) According to Rachel Maddow, what kind of scam is at the heart of the financial collapse? 

 

 

2) Why is the US government suing Standards and Poor’s (S&P)? 

 

 

3) Why did Standard and Poor’s not release a better, revised version of the rating system? 

 

 

4) According to Eliot Spitzer, what is the greatest oxymoron of all time? 

 

 

5) Do you think the government will be able to make a case against S&P? 


